THE   SUN  AND   THE  SERPENT

northern India.1 There is further evidence,
however, that the serpent-worshippers of the
south of India were very closely related to those
of the north.

The Dravidian people have been divided, from
ancient times, into Cheras, Cholas and Pandya.s.

Chera, or Sera (in old Tamil Sarai) is the Dravi-
dian equivalent for Naga; Chera-mandala, there-
fore, has the same meaning as Naga-mandala,
Naga-dwipa, or the Naga country. This seems
to point distinctly to the Asura origin of the
Dravidians of the south. But in addition to
this there still exists, widely spread over the
Ganges valley, a people who call themselves
Cherus or Seoris, and who claim descent from the
serpent-gods.3 The Cherus are of very ancient
race ; they are believed to have once held a great
portion of the valley of the Ganges, which, as we
have already seen, was occupied in very early
times by Naga tribes. The Cherus appear to
have been gradually ousted from their lands,
during the troublous times of the Mohammedan
invasions, and they are now poor and almost
landless. There can be little doubt that these
people are the kinsmen of the Dravidian Cheras.

The Cherus have severaV peculiar customs, and
amongst them one which seems to connect them

1 Mahabharata, Kama, parva., xliv,
a Elliot, Sup. Glossary N.W.P., 135, 136.